March 11, 2009

Collin County Commissioners’ Court
ATTN:  Eric Nishimoto
210 S. McDonald, Ste. 626

McKinney, TX  75069

RE:
Historic Structure Tax Exemption – 2009
Dear Mr. Nishimoto:

The City of Plano Heritage Commission has recommended partial tax exemption for 66 properties in Plano.  Please take special note that seven (7) properties are recommended to be denied the exemption, but are subject to appeals which may be made before the Plano City Council on April 14, 2009.  If the Plano City Council overturns any of the current recommendations, we will notify you immediately following their meeting.  Please schedule a review of the recommended tax exemptions for an upcoming meeting of the Collin County Commissioners’ Court.  Timing is important as we must forward the list of exempted properties to the Central Appraisal District as soon as possible.

The purpose of tax exemption is to provide additional funds for continued preservation.  The Heritage Commission inspects each structure yearly to determine if they are being maintained.  Class A Structures (individually designated and used for residential purposes) receive 100% exemption from taxation.  Class B Structures (individually designated and used for commercial purposes) receive 50% exemption.  Class C Structures (contributing to a historic district and used for residential purposes) receive 75% exemption.  Finally, Class D Structures (contributing to a historic district and used for commercial purposes) receive 38% exemption.  These exemptions are on the value of the improvements; full taxes are still paid on the land. 
I have attached a spreadsheet including two worksheets.  The “Approval Properties” worksheet includes those properties recommended for tax exemption.  The “Denial Properties” worksheet includes those properties recommended for denial of tax exemption.  The enclosed spreadsheets are intended to aid in estimating the county’s portion.  The estimates are based on the most recent published appraised values.

The Heritage Commission and Plano’s historic preservation program relies heavily upon this tax exemption program.  The amount contributed by the county is a substantial portion of our program while remaining a small portion of tax revenues.  This contribution helps us continue to offer valuable incentives for preservation of our irreplaceable resources.  Please inform me of the results of your meeting so that I may forward them to the Central Appraisal District.  

Thank you again for your continued assistance with this program.  You can reach me at (972) 941-5343 if you need any additional information or have any questions.  

Sincerely,

Liz Casso
Heritage Preservation Officer

cc:  Jeff Zimmerman, Long Range Planning Manager  

