April 14, 2009
The North Texas History Center would like to make a formal request to reserve Myers Park in its entirety for November 6, 7, and 8, 2009. These would be the dates for our first Civil War Re-enactment – the largest one of its kind in North Texas. This will form the basis for our major annual fundraising event for the North Texas History Center. 

We respectfully request that the park usage fee be waived for the event. However, we propose to pay Myers Park 15% of the gate fees to compensate for event expenses and salary costs.
This event will be a three day program of living history from the period of 1860 – 1865 in North Texas, for the entertainment and education of both children and adults. As of today we have the verbal commitment of over 650 re-enactors and sutlers (period merchants), including mounted cavalry and artillery crews. Civilians and military re-enactors from Texas and several surrounding state will present aspects of life in the 1860s. This will include:

Life on the Home Front

With husbands, fathers, and sons away fighting, women and children were left to perform all the work necessary to survive.

Battles

The noise, confusion, and terror of war, with artillery, cavalry, and infantry, utilizing cannon, muskets, pistols, and swords. Each side was fighting for a cause they believed to be just.

Life in Camp

Soldiers spent much of the war in camp, cooking, resting, recuperating, and writing to loved ones back home. Sutlers set up their stores to sell soldiers items needed for everyday life.

Cultural and Social Life

Everyday life in the 1860s, including events such as a band playing concerts in the park and an Officers and Ladies dance on Saturday night, with ladies wearing ball gowns and gentlemen attired in uniforms and frock coats, dancing to the Virginia Reel and other period music.

Our goals for the event weekend include bringing more than 7000 people plus 1000 school children for the Friday Living History Education Program. But based on interest from the public, we should eclipse these expectations. A formal business plan is available for review upon request.

We have management structure in place including members of various re-enactment groups. The William H. Wells Camp of the Sons of Confederate Veterans are providing event leadership, as they have successfully managed two re-enactments in Tyler, TX, both benefitting their County Historical Society by over $20,000.

We look forward to working with the Collin County Commissioners’ Court, Myers Park staff, the Collin County Historic Commission, and our volunteer re-enactors to make this inaugural event a success for all parties. If you need more information regarding the re-enactment weekend or if I can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Respectfully,

Victoria Day

Executive Director

