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PROPERTY FRAUD ALERT (PFA)
Proposal

For

Stacey Kemp, County Clerk

OFFICE OF THE COLLIN COUNTY CLERK
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May 21, 2009
Qualifications

GOVERNMENTAL MARKETING ASSOCIATES, LLC (GMA) is pleased to submit a proposal to OFFICE OF THE COLLIN COUNTY CLERK in McKinney, Texas, for Property Fraud Alert (PFA).  GMA is an authorized representative of Fidlar Technologies in Texas, and is responsible throughout Texas for Fidlar Technologies sales and marketing of Property Fraud Alert (PFA).  

Fidlar has participated in the document recording and management industry since its founding in 1854.  Fidlar in the beginning provided books and ledgers to our recording clients. When the industry evolved toward automation, Fidlar led the way in 1985 with its software solutions which include PFA.  Fidlar has considerable experience in the PFA sector having established the industry’s first Property Fraud Alert system in the United States.

Fidlar PFA sites include (but not limited to); Milwaukee County (WI), Dane County (WI), Rock Island County (IL),   Wyandotte County (KS),  Warrick County (IN), Allen County (IN), and Mecklenburg County (NC) to just name a few.  
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Property Fraud Alert

Property Fraud Alert:

· PFA is an Internet based service that notifies your citizens each time there           is recording activity with their name on the respective documents.
· PFA is subscription based via a web site (FREE to the subscriber).
· Alert notifications are sent via email or phone contact.
· PFA product and service is managed and maintained by Fidlar Technologies.

Property Fraud Alert - Features
· Quick access to website – www.propertyfraudalert.com 
· Easy for citizens to subscribe (both personal and business names accepted)
· Flexible alert notification methods - email or phone contact
· Alert notification is sent immediately after a name match occurs
· Alert notification contains the document record details
· “Next-Steps” Alert suggestions website link for citizens to review
Property Fraud Alert – Advantages
· COS – Commercially Available Off-the-Shelf

· Ready to implement immediately

· Field tested and proven (currently operating in over 40 counties across 
  the US)

· Business as usual in the recording office with no workflow changes required

· No training required for county employees

· Early warning system – discover potential fraud quickly

Property Fraud Alert – Benefits
· Minimal County IT resources required during implementation phase
· No ongoing system management required by County staff
· Significantly improves County standing in the public eye
· If fraud is discovered – reduces time and cost for citizen to recover and restore
· Significantly reduces costs of law enforcement resources
· Delivers a strong message to the community – We are looking out for you! Equally to the would-be criminal – We are on the lookout!
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Typical Deployment

Fidlar anticipates a quick, swift and easy deployment of its PFA for Collin County.  

The impact to Collin County IT structure will be very minimal (if any). Collin County IT is expected to spend 3-5 hours of work; beyond that it requires only your agency's time to provide direction on web graphics and such. That's it.  Generally deployment can be simply done in 7-10 business days.
Fidlar will create a customized Property Fraud Alert web page for Collin County to be installed on your County Website.  The intent is to utilize your name, logo and other collateral so that the   software is presented as Collin County's program.  Subsequent to completion of the agreement, Fidlar will offer multiple options and request your direct input.
b)  The Property Fraud Alert service does not facilitate postcard notification.
c)  Email alerts created by the Fidlar software will state that they are submitted from your office.
d)  All subscriber calls will be handled by the call center at Fidlar Technologies.  The calls will be answered Property Fraud Alert.
e)  Collin County subscribers will be able to select both the phone and email alert notification if they desire.  This may be helpful for the elderly and their immediate families.

Fidlar PFA Services to Collin County
1) Fidlar Technologies will create a custom Property Fraud Alert web page to be installed on the Office of the Collin County Clerk Website.  The intent is to utilize Office of the Collin County Clerk name, logo and other collateral so that the software is presented as the Office of the Collin County Clerk own program.  Subsequent to completion of agreement, Fidlar Technologies will offer multiple options and request the Office of the Collin County Clerk input.
2) The Property Fraud Alert service does not facilitate postcard notification.
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3) Email alerts created by the software will state that they were submitted from the Office of the Collin County Clerk.

4) All subscriber calls will be handled by the call center at Fidlar Technologies.  The calls will be answered as Property Fraud Alert.

5) The impact to Collin County’s IT structure will be very minimal.  The software works in conjunction with Collin County’s database.  Collin County’s IT staff will need to create an export file and upload it to a designated file folder.  Beyond this requirement, Fidlar Technologies will complete the installation.

6) Collin County subscribers will be able to select both the phone and email alert notification if they desire.  This will be helpful for the elderly and their families.
FIDLAR PFA REFERENCED SITES 
(Include but not limited to):  

Milwaukee County, WI – Register of Deeds, John LaFave

Tel:  414-278-3088 – Email:  john.lafave@milwcnty.com
Mecklenburg, NC – Register of Deeds, Allan Brown

Tel:  704-353-0233

Allen County, IN – Recorder, John McGaulley

Tel: 260-449-7391 – Email:  recorder@allencounty.us 

Deployment Team

The Fidlar Deployment Team will consist of the following Fidlar employees:
Scott Moore - Mark Lystiuk - Adam Waltkins - Scott Gardner
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Management Team

The Fidlar & GMA Management Team will consist of the following:

Gary Massey, GMA - Jeff Martin, GMA - Andrew Clement, GMA

Ernest Riggen, FIDLAR - David Steil, FIDLAR - Scott Moore, FIDLAR
Customer Support

Adam Waltkins, FIDLAR / Direct:  309-794-3200 - Email:  adamw@fidlar.com 

Proposed Cost

We respectfully offer the Office of the Collin County Clerk the modified form of Property Fraud Alert for a sum of $26,369.00.  The annual maintenance fee for the service beyond year 1 is only $2,900.00.

This proposed cost proposal also offers to split the billing into three (3) separate payments, at intervals of 3 months.  Each invoice for $8,790.00 will be sent 90 days apart.  

Early Implementation Discount

Should the Office of the Collin County Clerk purchase and deploy Property Fraud Alert on or before June 8st, 2009, we respectfully offer the Office of the Collin County Clerk an early implementation discount of $2,000.00, for a reduced sum of $24,369.00. The annual maintenance fee for the service beyond year 1 is again only $2,900.00.

This proposed early implementation cost proposal also offers to split the billing into three (3) separate payments, at intervals of 3 months.  Each invoice for $8,123.00 will be sent 90 days apart.
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In final, we at GMA look forward to hearing from you and working with you to achieve the success you deserve with PFA in Collin County.  If you have any questions I may be reached at (512) 687-3446, or my direct number of (512) 758-9869.
Very sincerely,
ORIGINAL SIGNED
Gary Massey

President

Governmental Marketing Associates, LLC
An Authorized representative of Fidlar Technologies, Inc.

401 Congress Ave, Suite 1540

Austin, TX 78701

Tel: (512) 687-3446
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Published: April 5, 2009 3:00 a.m.

Mortgage fraud: It’s so simple, it’s scary

Dan Stockman

The Journal Gazette

Protect yourself

How to keep from becoming a victim of mortgage fraud:

•Get referrals for real estate and mortgage professionals; check on their licenses with state regulatory agencies

•If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is; an outrageous promise of extraordinary profit in a short period of time signals a problem

•Be wary of strangers and unsolicited contacts as well as high-pressure sales techniques

•Look at written information, such as recent comparable sales in the area and tax assessments, to verify the value of the property

•Understand what you are signing and agreeing to; if you do not understand, re-read the documents or seek assistance from an attorney

•Make sure the name on your application matches the name on your identification

•Review the title history to determine whether the property has been sold multiple times within a short period; it could mean the property has been “flipped” and its value falsely inflated

•Know and understand the terms of your mortgage; check your information against the information in the loan documents to ensure they are accurate and complete

•Never sign loan documents that contain blanks – this leaves you vulnerable

•For more tips, go to the Mortgage Bankers Association’s Web site atwww.stopmortgagefraud.com
Fraud Alert

The Allen County Recorder’s Office offers Property Fraud Alert, a free service that notifies you by phone or e-mail if documents are recorded with your name on them. Go towww.allencountyrecorder.us or call 449-7165 to sign up for the program.

It took The Journal Gazette less than an hour to “steal” the 300-foot-tall Lincoln Tower.

With a little research, a typewriter and an $8.99 form from a local office supply store, the newspaper was able to prepare a deed transferring ownership of the city’s most iconic building from its current owners to the city’s most iconic citizen, John Chapman, better known as “Johnny Appleseed.”

The deed was not recorded, so ownership of the building was never in jeopardy. But Allen County Chief Deputy Recorder Anita Mather examined the notarized deed and said her staff would have no choice but to accept and record it, even though the reporter who signed the document had no right to transfer ownership in the 79-year-old art deco building and no money changed hands.

“Unfortunately, it’s that easy,” Mather said.

The Journal Gazette also left off key pieces of the deed to prevent it from ever being recorded, but Mather said there was nothing wrong with the document that couldn’t be fixed at the office’s front counter. As the receiver of the property, Chapman is not required to sign the document. He died in 1845.

Why would someone want to steal a building? Experts say thieves are not interested in the property at all – they’re interested in showing ownership so they can get a fraudulent loan and disappear with the money. That can leave the true property owner holding the bag, and it has county recorders asking for help to prevent the practice.

Homes the target

Of course, Lincoln Tower is unlikely to be a target, as it has many rent-paying tenants who have an interest in the property. The much more likely target is an abandoned building no one cares about or any house where the mortgage has been paid off, making senior citizens especially vulnerable.

Officials fear a wave of scams where senior citizens lose their homes before anyone knows what happened. It could be possible for someone to never know what had taken place until the house they had paid off years ago is threatened with foreclosure.

Technically, the bank that made the loan would be the victim, but the homeowner would first have to prove that the “sale” was fraudulent and have it voided.

“It’s a classic Catch-22,” Allen County Recorder John McGauley said. “It’s a public record, so it’s supposed to be easy to submit and obtain. The real hole in the road here is thieves have found a way to exploit that.”

The scams take many forms, but at their core, all involve getting mortgages against the value of a property and then walking away with the money.

In the Lincoln Tower example, a mortgage would be applied for using Chapman’s name. The building is valued for tax purposes at almost $2.5 million, so someone posing as Chapman could conceivably walk away with a check for that much or more by using the building as collateral. The truth might be discovered only when the bank tried to foreclose on Chapman for not making loan payments.

The scam is so lucrative in Chicago that street gangs found it preferable to dealing drugs, the Chicago Tribune reported.

Those schemes became so sophisticated that the gangs would reportedly hire title researchers and notaries for their efforts and either invent identities for the mortgages, steal identities from others or con people into signing documents. They also found that while drug sales brought hard time if they were caught, white-collar crime such as mortgage fraud often does not.

“Why get locked up for selling drugs when you can get involved in a mortgage, get your money and walk away?” asked Askia Abdullah, spokesman for Eugene Moor, Cook County recorder of deeds. “They had active teams doing this.”

Scant safeguards

The scam works because there are so few checks in the process.

In the Lincoln Tower example, the reporter signed the deed – dated April Fool’s Day – but the recorder’s office staff is prohibited by state law from asking whether that person had the legal authority to do so. Indiana Code says county recorders must record all documents that meet the limited criteria – mostly related to the size of the paper and legibility.

“(Documents) come in every way short of crayon, and if it was notarized, we’d probably have to take that, too,” McGauley said.

The signature on the Lincoln Tower deed was notarized, but the notary was certifying only that the person signing the form was, in fact, who he said he was.

“All you need to make this work is a crooked notary,” McGauley said. It can also be done with an unwitting notary and a stooge – often lured with promises of cash – willing to sign his name to mortgage documents.

Many recorders’ offices, including Allen County’s, have a free service that alerts you if documents are filed with your name on them. That would let you know that someone had, for example, transferred ownership of your home to someone else.

But that does little or nothing to prevent the fraud from happening in the first place.

“Right now, there’s nothing you can do to keep that document from getting recorded,” McGauley said. “But you can get out ahead of the process before it gets nightmarishly complicated.”

‘Give us the tools’

McGauley said this specific scam has not been seen much in Indiana – yet – but the opportunity is so ripe and the results so horrendous that recorders across the state are seeking legislative help.

The Indiana Recorders’ Association will meet in Indianapolis starting April 13. McGauley said the issue is sure to be discussed.

One simple measure that recorders would like is to require identification from anyone filing documents. Some states require a thumbprint, McGauley said, which prevents the use of a fake ID.

“At least give us the tools to know who did it,” he said. “Look at it this way: I am not going to come in here and file a fraudulent document if I have to give you a thumbprint and a photo ID.”

In Illinois, Cook County’s Abdullah said, the legislature is considering similar requirements, but active prosecutions and the free notification service have already made a huge dent in the number of scams.

Because the real owners are notified immediately when something has been filed, he said, the mortgage process can be stopped before it is too late.

There is also a little more time thanks to a federal rule put in place last fall that prohibits a mortgage from being made less than 90 days after a change in ownership.

“It has had a chilling effect,” Abdullah said.

Law enforcement officials hope for more than just a chill. FBI Director Robert Mueller told the Senate Judiciary Committee on March 25 that the bureau’s mortgage-fraud caseload has nearly tripled in the last three years – to 2,000 cases – and the number of agents the bureau has assigned to the problem has more than doubled.

FBI Special Agent Wendy Osborne said there are 24 agents in Indiana working on mortgage fraud and other financial cases, meaning 30 percent of the force is dedicated to white-collar crimes.

“Unfortunately, there is no sign that our mortgage-fraud caseload will decrease in the near future,” Mueller told the committee. “To the contrary, suspicious activity reports from financial institutions have indicated a significant increase in mortgage-fraud reporting.”

Mueller said only 7 percent of suspicious activity reports filed last year stated how much money was lost, but those losses totaled more than $1.5 billion.

McGauley said the hallmark of the property recording system – its transparency has traditionally prevented shenanigans – is now being used against innocent victims.

“You can come in here and look up the mayor’s mortgage, my mortgage, anybody’s mortgage, and the deed work that goes along with it,” McGauley said. “For a hundred years, it’s been a perfectly safe thing for people to do.”
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What is Property Fraud Alert (PFA)?

Property Fraud Alert is a notification service that alerts subscribers (via email or phone contact) each time a document is recorded with their name on it in the participating County Land Records office. The subscriber must select one method of notification, either an email address or a phone number.

Is there a fee to subscribe to PFA?

Some counties offer the PFA service at no charge while others have elected to charge a small fee. After selecting your respective county from the list of participating counties, you must agree to a Disclaimer before you are able to enter your name or business name. After clicking on the checkbox agreeing to the disclaimer, you can continue to the sign-up screen. If the bottom of the sign-up screen does not contain check boxes for a one-year ($12.99) or three-year ($29.99) subscription fee, the service is provided to you at no charge in this county.

How many subscription names can I enter? 

In the case where the county provides PFA at no charge, there is no fee to subscribe with several names (including personal and business names). If a county charges a subscription fee, each name entered will be charged the respective subscription fee amount.

How many names can I enter using the same notification email address or phone number?

You may enter up to a total of four personal and/or business names per one unique email address, or up to a total of three personal and/or business names per one unique phone number.

Can I enter more than one name at a time?

No. You must make separate subscription entries for each individual name (personal or business). For a married couple or for those persons who share the same last name, you must make individual subscription entries for each person.

My first name is often spelled many ways; how should I enter it?

It is highly recommended that you enter only the first letter of your first name in the first name field. For example, with a name such as Steve, Stephen, or Steven, you may wish to enter the letter “S” in the first name field. Or you may wish to enter the first few letters of your first name to limit the number of first name matches. For example, if the letters “St” are entered, a name match may result for the names Steven, Stan, Stacy, Sterling, etc.

My last name is spelled differently on occasion; how should I enter it?

To illustrate, let’s use the last name “Van Buren” as our example. This name may at times be spelled with a space in it (“Van Buren”) and at other times with no space (“VanBuren”). For cases like this, it is highly recommended that you make two separate subscription entries with both name variations. For the Property Fraud Alert system to work as intended, and for notification alerts to be sent, the last name spelling, or business name spelling of the subscription name must match exactly.

My last name is very common; will I receive notification alerts that could possibly belong to someone else?

It is very possible to receive an alert that may actually pertain to another individual with the same last name (and first name) as you. Again, make sure you enter the last name spelling exactly.

My name is John Smith Junior (Jr.), how would I enter that into the subscription form?

It is imperative that you DO NOT enter the suffix of your name (Jr.,Sr., etc.) while entering your name into the subscription form. Only enter your first name information into the first name field and your last name information into the last name field. The same logic applies with middle names; DO NOT enter a middle name (or middle initial) into the first or last name fields.

I own a business, how should I enter my business name?

Business names should be entered exactly as the business name is spelled; “ACME Printing Company”, “Smith & Smith”, “XYZ Business Corporation”. There may be times, however, that the county may possibly index these names differently. For example, “XYZ Business Corporation” could possibly be indexed as “XYZ Business Corp”. In this situation the name match would occur only if you entered “XYZ Business Corp”. Therefore, if your business name could contain variations similar to this, we highly recommend that you make an additional subscription entry with that variation.

What if my name, my email address, or my phone number changes? How do I update my subscription with this new information?

For those counties in which PFA is a no-charge service, you can simply go to the PFA website and enter your new data information. For those counties where a subscription fee is required, please email feedback@propertyfraudalert.com or phone 1-800-728-3858 and request the appropriate data change.

How long does my name remain on the PFA notification list?

If you have subscribed to a county that offers PFA at no charge, your name will remain on the notification list indefinitely. For those counties in which a one-year or three-year subscription is required, you will be reminded 60 days prior to the expiration of your current subscription to renew your subscription.

I own multiple homes and/or property in several different counties; will one subscription entry in one county cover me for all counties?

No. You must subscribe to each county individually. The Property Fraud Alert system is managed county by county. Visit the home page of Property Fraud Alert (www.propertyfraudalert.com) to see the full list of participating counties.

What information is provided on a PFA alert notification?

The alert notification will contain the following information: County Location; Document Number, Document Type, Recorded Date, and the matched Party Name (personal or business name).

What should I do if I receive a PFA alert notification? 
Please click on this link to view alert suggestions: Alert Suggestions
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According to the Property Records Industry Association (PRIA),

“Land records are in the unique position of being involved sooner or later as a public witness to every land fraud scheme. One way or another all of the kinds of land fraud start with, end with, or somehow involve the availability of recorded documents and the recordation of bogus documents at one or more of the 3,600 land recording offices throughout the United States.”

 According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI),

“Combating significant mortgage industry fraud is a priority, because mortgage lending and the housing market have a significant overall effect on the nation's economy.”

Statistics Reported on FBI Website:

	Just the Facts: The Latest Mortgage Fraud Statistics

	
Estimated Annual Losses*: $4 billion to $6 billion 

Total Mortgage Fraud Suspicious Activity Reports in Fiscal Year 2007: 46,717, with $813 million in losses

Total FBI Mortgage Fraud Task Forces/Working Groups (June 2008): 42

Pending FBI Mortgage Fraud Investigations (May 2008): 1,380 

Cases opened in Fiscal Year 2007: 462 (compared to 295 in Fiscal Year 2003) 

Successes in Fiscal Year 2007: 321 indictments/informations; 260 convictions

States with Significant Mortgage Fraud problems in 2008**: 1. Florida, 2. Nevada, 3. Michigan, 4. California, 5. Utah, 6. Georgia, 7. Virginia, 8. Illinois, 9. New York, 10. Minnesota. 

* - Source: The Prieston Group     ** - Source: Mortgage Asset Research Institute
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Property Fraud Alert – What is it?

· PFA is an Internet based service that notifies your citizens each time there           is recording activity with their name on the respective documents.
· PFA is subscription based via a web site (FREE to the subscriber).
· Alert notifications are sent via email or phone contact. 
· PFA product and service is managed and maintained by Fidlar Technologies.

Property Fraud Alert - Features
· Quick access to website – www.propertyfraudalert.com 
· Easy for citizens to subscribe (both personal and business names accepted)
· Flexible alert notification methods - email or phone contact
· Alert notification is sent immediately after a name match occurs
· Alert notification contains the document record details
· “Next-Steps” Alert suggestions website link for citizens to review
Property Fraud Alert - Advantages
· COS – Commercially Available Off-the-Shelf

· Ready to implement immediately

· Field tested and proven (currently operating in over 40 counties across the US)

· Business as usual in the recording office with no workflow changes required

· No training required for county employees

· Early warning system – discover potential fraud quickly

Property Fraud Alert – Benefits

· Minimal County IT resources required during implementation phase
· No ongoing system management required by County staff
· Significantly improves County standing in the public eye
· If fraud is discovered – reduces time and cost for citizen to recover and restore
· Significantly reduces costs of law enforcement resources
· Delivers a strong message to the community – We are looking out for you! Equally to the would-be criminal – We are on the lookout!
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MORTGAGE FRAUD IN THE NEWS
January 18, 2009 - New York Times
Loan Fraud Seen on the Rise

November 18, 2008 - Willamette Week
House of Gain


November 14, 2008 - JAMS
ADR Update: The Subprime Fallout


July 13, 2008 - Tampa Tribune
Close Door on Real Estate Fraud


May 31, 2008 - The Seattle Times
A Roundup of Real Estate Books


May 30, 2008 - Chicago Tribune
4 good reads


May 13, 2008 - Palm Beach Post
Boca Firm Audited After Scam


April 14, 2008 - Business Wire
Second Annual Mortgage Fraud Blog Conference Open for Registration


March 8, 2008 - Tampa Bay Tribune
Appraiser Evaluates Whether 303 Homes Are Overpriced


February 13, 2008 - Senate Subcommittee on Aging
Testimony of Rachel Dollar - Senate Subcommittee on Aging


February 13, 2008 - Mortgage Bankers Association
Rachel Dollar, CMB, Testifies on Mortgage Fraud


February 13, 2008 - Press Democrat
Meltdown


February 10, 2008 - Press Democrat
Loans Built on Lies


January 10, 2008 - Realty Times
Mortgage Fraud and Foreclosures, Kissing Cousins


November 27, 2007 - Voice of San Diego
Mortgage Fraud Hits the Courts


November 23, 2007 - You Tube
Rachel Dollar Gives Away Underpants


November 18, 2007 - Newsday
Homeowners entangled in loan scheme


October 28, 2007 - Palm Beach Post
Slow housing market speeds up scam


September 24, 2007 - Voice of San Diego
How Mortgage Fraud Functions


September 19, 2007 - Inman News
100 Most Influential Real Estate Leaders: 2007


August 14, 2007 - RISMedia
Real Estate Fraud Hits Hollywood: Fraud for the Rich & Famous


August 9, 2007 - Union Sentinel, Georgia
Dollars and Sense


July 23, 2007 - Blown Mortgage
Blown Mortgage's Podcast Interview with Rachel Dollar


July 19, 2007 - Wall Street Journal
Investors Left Holding the Bag In a Land Project Gone Wrong


June 2007 - San Diego Magazine
A New Kind of Housing Squeeze


June 29 2007 - Inman News
Bloggers chase top blog innovator title


May 23, 2007 - Kling Publications
Fraud at Core of Repurchases


April 1, 2007 - Bradenton Herald, Florida
Manatee's 'flip' fiasco, six years later


Spring, 2007 - Communicator - 
FBI Links Fraudulent Appraisers with Terrorism and Organized Crime


March 20, 2007 - The Virginian-Pilot, Hampton Roads, VA 
Loose lending allows developers to feed off mortgage money


March 1, 2007 - Realtor Magazine
The List Issue 2007 - 5 Real Estate Blogs to Visit


January 20, 2007 - CNN
Open House


January 14, 2007 - The Kansas City Star 
Mortgage fraud's new super sleuths


October 29, 2006 - San Francisco Chronicle
Mortgage fraud -- the worst crime no one's heard of


October 22, 2006 - Chattanooga Times
Mortgage Fraud Hurts Owners and Banks


October 18, 2006 - News from Capitol Hill
Solutions to Fraud Sought at Appraisal Foundation Symposium


October 17, 2006 - Realty Times
Most Fraud Charges Not Investigated


September 29, 2006 - Wall Street Journal 
Town's Residents Say They Were Targets of Big Mortgage Fraud


September 29, 2006 - Los Angeles Times
More Home Buyers Stretch Truth, Budgets to Get Loans


September 27, 2006 - The Oregonian
Fraud Pumps Air Into Real Estate Bubble


September 18, 2006 - Press Release
Interthinx(TM) Collaborates with Leading Industry Professionals to Create Effective Fraud Prevention


September 10, 2006 - South Florida Sun Sentinel, FL
Real Estate a Fraud Hot Spot


August 31, 2006 - Inman News
100 Most Influential Real Estate Leaders: 2006


August 30, 2006 - PR Web
Ciercus Closing Fraud System Makes Successful Debut


July 1, 2006 - Mortgage Banking Magazine
USAP, ACC and AGs


July 2, 2006 - JT Foxx Show
A Hollywood Celebrity in Foreclosure?


June 12, 2006 - MSN
Don't hand your house to a thief


May 24, 2006 - Inman News
Cleaning the Augean stables: obstacles to fighting loan fraud


May 23, 2006 - Inman News
Schemes to Hijack the American Dream


May 22, 2006 - Inman News
Loan Fraud 'Epidemic' Sweeping the Country


May 6, 2006 - Realty Times
Cash Back at Closing: Appealing Arrangement or Sinister Scam


April 10, 2006 - The Daily Reckoning
Real-estate investors and fraud


April 9, 2006 - Wall Street Journal
Home is where the fraud is


April 5, 2006 - East Bay Express
Dirty Deeds


March Edition - Mortgage Originator
The Many Faces of Mortgage Fraud


March 30, 2006 - Realty Times
"Bonnie and Clyde" Mortgage Broker Caught In Texas


March 29, 2006 - East Bay Express
Dirty Deeds - Real-estate fraud has become epidemic as home prices have surged skyward


March 10, 2006 - Inman News
Industry watchdogs warn of credit-booster sites


February 23, 2006 - Online Independent
How do you keep from becoming a victim?


February 15, 2006 - Chicago Tribune
Obama Durban Propose Federal Mortgage Reforms


December 18, 2005 - Sun News
Convicted Real Estate Investor Could Go To Jail For Life


December 18, 2005 - Investor's Business Daily
Mortgage Scams Rising Along with Home Prices


December 17, 2005 - Dallas News
Neighborhood Crime that Alarms Can't Prevent


December 10, 2005 - Baltimore Independent Media Center
ECON 101: Mortgage Fraud Website


December 4, 2005 - About.com
Mortgage Fraud a Growing Problem


November 28, 2005 - American Banker
LoanPerformance Pitches Fraud Score


November 16, 2005 - Inman News
Industry Watchdogs Warn of Site Selling Fake Paycheck Stubs


November 1, 2005 - Mortgage Banking Magazine
Fighting Mortgage Fraud


October 7, 2005 - American Banker
Lenders Pressed on Fraud Prevention Efforts


October 4, 2005 - USA Today
Fraud Booms with Mortgage Market


August, 30 2005 - Fulton County Daily Report
How the Lure of Easy Money Landed a DeKalb Attorney in Federal Prison


August 10, 2005 - Inman News
100 Most Influential Real Estate People


July 18, 2005 - Press Release
Interthinx and The Dollar Law Firm Selected as News Providers for MBA's Mortage Fraud Website


July 5, 2005 - Inman News
Watchdogs Warn of Real Estate Investment Offer


July 11, 2005 - Inman News
Feds Target Mortgage-Elimination Scheme


June 17, 2005 - Inman News
Crackdown on Loan Servicing Fraud


June 12, 2005 - Sun Sentinel
The Scary World of Identity Theft


May 6, 2005 - Inman News
Georgia Cracks Down on Real Estate Fraud


May 5, 2005 - CBS News
CBS Special Report - Sold Out, Unit 5 Investigates Real Estate Business


March 8, 2005 - Inman News
Five Indicted in 10 Million Fraud Scheme


December 15, 2005 - Sacramento Bee
Firm Says it Can Make Mortgages Go Away - Judge Calls it a Scam


December 14, 2005 - The Journal News
Mortgage Fraud Thrives in Ohio


December 8, 2004 - Inman News 
Crackdown on Mortgage Elimination Schemes


December 12, 2004 - Inman News
Attorney Blogs to Prevent Real Estate Fraud


November 8, 2004 - The Legal Description
Industry Skullduggery; The Who, What, Where, When and How of Mortgage Fraud - Part I


December 17, 2001 - Real Estate Finance Today
Busier Times, More Time for Mistakes
Fidlar PFA referenced sites include:

Milwaukee County, WI – Register of Deeds, John LaFave                  

Tel:  414-278-3083 - Email:  john.lafave@milwcnty.com 

Allen County, IN – Recorder, John McGaulley                                       

Tel:  260-449-7391 - Email:  recorder@allencounty.us 

Mecklenburg, NC – Register of Deeds, Allan Brown                            

Tel: 704-353-0233 

PFA - LATEST NEWS ARTICLES:

http://www.14wfie.com/Global/story.asp?S=10031741&nav=menu54_2
http://www.jg.net/article/20090405/LOCAL10/304059927/1002/LOCAL
 http://www.wane.com/dpp/news/local_wane_fort_wayne_property_owners_at_riskfor_fraud_200904081612
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