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February 25, 2010
TO: 

Judge Self and Commissioners
FROM:

Ruben E. Delgado, P.E., Director of Engineering
SUBJECT:
Commendations for Cooperative Efforts
Myers Park and Event Center and Texas AgriLife Extension Service would like to express appreciation for the cooperative efforts of our departments along with the Collin County Master Gardener Association, Texas AgriLife Extension Service at the County and District levels, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), and SCORE from the Sheriff’s Department.
Over the past year Dr. Greg Church of the Texas AgriLife Extension Service and Dave Spadoni of the Collin County Master Gardener Association have overseen the completion of multiple projects at Myers Park and Event Center.  Through the cooperative efforts of all parties involved the County has realized a cost savings of $41,412: 
· Collin County Master Gardeners Volunteer Service: 765 hours equaling $14,925 (@ $19.51/hr) 

· Shades of Green Nursery: $3,740 of discounts and donations of plant material from Rob Weir 
· Forest Grove Nursery: $1,747 donations of plant materials from Kenneth Cranfill 
· Texas Commission on Environmental Quality: $8,000 grant funding for Demonstration 
Rain Garden 
· Open Space Grant: $13,000
Completed projects include:
· Landscape Projects at North Entrance Gates and Circle Drive at the office

· Demonstration Rain Garden 
Ongoing projects include:

· Earth Kind® Perennial Plant Research and Demonstration Gardens
· Rain Water Harvesting Demonstration (source of irrigation for gardens and water conservation)
Myers Park and Event Center and Texas AgriLife Extension Service plan to continue cooperative efforts and have multiple projects planned.  All of which enhance the appearance of Myers Park and Event Center, while offering the community opportunities for education, volunteering and research that benefits the environment.  
cc: 
Jeff Durham


Judy Florence


Greg Church


Lt. Amy Lanier
