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	Collin County

Office of the County Judge
Jack Hatchell Admin Building

2300 Bloomdale Rd., Suite 4192
McKinney, Texas 75071


	[image: image1.png]



	Denton County

Mary Horn
Denton County Judge
110 W. Hickory St
Denton, TX 76201


	


April 15, 2011

Mr. Mike Eastland, Executive Director

North Central Texas Council of Governments




Via Facsimile and U.S. Mail
Glen B. Whitley, President, NCTCOG Executive Board
North Central Texas Council of Governments
616 Six Flags Drive
Arlington, TX 76005

Dear Mr. Eastland and Judge Whitley,

As the County Judges of two of the fastest growing, large urban counties in the region and the state, we are requesting that the North Central Texas Council of Governments give both Collin County and Denton County a permanent seat on the NCTCOG Executive Board.

While the NCTCOG’s Executive Board membership has been centered on Dallas and Tarrant counties and the cities of Dallas and Fort Worth, the population growth changes in this region over the last two decades make it obvious that it is time for this growth to be reflected in the main NCTCOG policy-making body.

Collin and Denton’s combined population now approaches 25% of NCTCOG’s 9-county urban area as of 2010, based on NCTCOG population estimates.  Denton County posted a 68% growth rate since 2000, while Collin County grew by 62% in the same time span. 

The structure of NCTCOG Executive Board currently seats only one representative from these two counties on the executive board, meaning only one policy vote for almost 1.5 million people in a corner of this region where some of the most sustained economic growth and infrastructure development has occurred – and continues to occur.  Moreover, at any given time, either Collin or Denton County is actually excluded from a direct say on the Board when it comes to policy decisions, and if our member is elected as an officer, one of our counties goes for four years without a vote.

We believe that the NCTCOG Executive Board should reflect the changing make-up of the region, and that NCTCOG’s bylaws should be modified to give both Collin and Denton a permanent seat on the board. 
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Sincerely, 
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Mary Horn                                                                                              Keith Self
Denton County Judge                                                                           Collin County Judge

