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Texas AgriLife Extension Service, Collin County

Dr. Rick Maxwell, Agriculture/Natural Resources

Myers Park and Event Center – Collin County Government

Native and Improved Forage Research and Demonstration Projects at Myers Park and Event Center

2011 Proposed Native and Improved Forage Research Trials:

1. Plot 1: Northwest field – Applied research trials on different varieties of native and improved forages including:

a. Alamo Switchgrass

b. Sideoats Grama

c. Indiangrass

d. Little Bluestem

e. Big Bluestem 

f. WW-B-Dahl Old World Bluestem

g. Eastern Gama Grass

h. Tifton 85 Bermudagrass

i. Tifton 44 Bermudagrass

j. Coastal Bermudagrass

k. Common Bermudagrass

l. Giant Bermudagrass

m. Cheyenne Bermudagrass

n. Wrangler Bermudagrass

o. Sungrazer Bermudagrass

p. Tifton 9 Bahia
2. Plot 2: Northeast field – This field will be utilized for a parking area for field days and tours. Soil quality is poorer on this plot, but the slopes on each side of this plot will be planted to WW-B-Dahl Old World Bluestem. 

3. Plot 3: West central field – Applied Research trials (Nutrient – Fertilization rate studies) and herbicide rate treatments.
4. Plot 4: East central field – This field will have different varieties of native grasses in a stripe plot design for demonstrating different planting methods (broadcast vs. Brillion Seeder).

5. Plot 5: Southwest field – This field has some existing coastal bermudagrass. The plot will be split to demonstrate starting over to re-establish Coastal Bermuda vs. trying to grow an existing stand. Cost comparisons and length of time to utilize the forage. 

6. Plot 6: Southeast field – This field will be planted to half native forage blend and half to a seeded blend of bermudagrass. Both halves will be treated the same as far as weed control and fertilization. This demonstration will show the difference in establishing a native vs. an improved forage with cost comparisons. 
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