                                                                                                                        


Earthkind Pasture Research
Texas AgriLife Extension Service
Collin County
Cooperator: Myers Park and Event Center
Authors: Dr. Rick Maxwell, Dr. Greg Church, Dr. Steve George
Summary

Pasture and Hay Result Demonstration and Applied Research plots will be established at Myers Park and Event Center, McKinney, Texas in the spring of 2011. Native grasses, seeded bermudagrasses and hybrid bermudagrass varieties will be planted in April with the intent of employing Earthkind techniques of:
· plant selection for drought, disease and insect tolerance
· techniques to improve soil health
· conservation for both water and air
· reduced pesticide and herbicide use
· reduce costs
· eliminate overgrazing
· profitability with environmental stewardship
Once these pasture and hay grass varieties are in place, this will be an ongoing research demonstration and applied research area for pasture and hay grasses utilizing Earthkind techniques on heavy clay alkaline soils.


Objective

Collin County is an urban initiative county with many small acreage landowners that have an interest in enjoying productive pastures with minimal inputs and maintenance to provide quality forage for animal grazing or hay production. These landowners also place a great emphasis on conservation and protection of the environment. 

The “Pasture Research” to be established at Myers Park and Event Center by Texas AgriLife Extension Agents in the spring of 2011 will focus on the incorporating of Earthkind techniques for pasture and/or hay meadow establishment and management to provide research based information to landowners on suitable pasture grasses that require less maintenance, are more drought, insect and disease tolerant and environmental friendly, but productive for grazing livestock, horses or hay.
  

Trade names of commercial products used in this report is included only for better understanding and clarity. Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Texas AgriLife Extension Service and the Texas A&M University System is implied. Readers should realize that results from one experiment do not represent conclusive evidence that the same response would occur where conditions vary.
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