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Re: Mutual Boundary Roads 

Public Works has surpassed seven years into the 50 Mile Asphalt Program but now must 
contend with a formidable situation. The roads remaining to be paved will pose distinct 
challenges for the Department to SUlmount. Some of these difficulties are the result of mutual 
boundary issues in which a county road is located along shared borders with one or more of 
the County's 24 cities/municipalities. 

The economic and environmental benefits of road paving have been well documented. 
Various university studies have established the alalming amount of dust released to the 
atmosphere from rock roads. Last year, Public Works spent $320,955 to oil rock roads for 
dust control and health letters. In addition, the perpetual dissipation of road material caused 
Public Works to add 34,144 tons of rock at a cost of$633,712. 

Safety is also substantially enhanced with paved roads. Braking distances and control are 
significantly compromised on rock roads compared with asphalt. To further improve safety, 
regulatory signs can be installed and enforced on paved roads. 

To upgrade a mutual boundary road, County policy requires the city to formalize an inter
local agreement (ILA) and share the cost of improvements. Because of the weak economy, 
area cities are reducing spending, rectifying deficits, and are unwilling or unable to cost 
participate at the moment. 

To solve this quandary, Public Works initiated a study to develop alternatives and present 
those to Commissioners' Court. Should you require additional information, please contact me 
and I will respond accordingly. 


