
DATE:             January 22, 2009

TO:                  Judge Self and Commissioners

FROM:             Greg Church, PhD

                        County Horticulturist

SUBJECT:       Projects at Myers Park and Event Center

Dear Collin County Commissioners’ Court,

            I would like to be placed on the February 2, 2009 Collin County Commissioners Court Agenda to present a request for approval to conduct research and demonstration projects at the Myers Park and Event Center. These projects will focus on Environmental Stewardship and Natural Resources Conservation within the landscape.

            Through evaluating plant material for the landscape, under our local environmental conditions, we can determine which plants to recommend to homeowners and landscape professionals. The research will identify plants that do not require pesticides or chemical fertilizer, and require little to no supplemental irrigation. The research will be conducted in manner that adds beauty to the park and provides an attractive garden for visitors.  The projects will be conducted under the Earth Kind® Environmental Stewardship Program whose objective is to combine the best of organic and traditional gardening and landscaping principles to create a horticultural system based on real world effectiveness and environmental responsibility.

            This project will be conducted through the partnership of the Texas AgriLife Extension Service and Myers Park and Event Center. The project will be funded by the Collin County Master Gardeners Association, donations from sponsors, and any grant funds obtained from external sources. The Extension Service and Collin County Master Gardener volunteers will provide the majority of the labor for the project.

            Another project focuses on demonstrating innovative ways to reduce the effects of storm water from parking area. This Storm Water Management Demonstration Project consists of installing a Rain Garden and porous pavement on the edge of the large parking area at Myers Park. The rain garden and porous pavement are proven technologies for managing storm water runoff, reducing contaminants from entering our water ways, and preventing erosion. This project was approved to receive grant dollars from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. This grant is administered by Texas AgriLife Research and Extension Center – Dallas.  The grant dollars will cover the cost of materials.

            I consider all our projects at the Myers Park and Event Center as community service, beautification projects. These projects will not require funding from the County. Approval of these projects will benefit all those organizations involved, but more importantly benefit the citizens of Collin County. These projects provide the Extension Service and the Master Gardener Volunteers with a site and a means to fulfill our mission to provide research-based horticulture information to the citizens of Collin County. 

