Collin County Legislative Platform
November 4, 2008
1. Expand the use of video arraignment and pleas.  Judge Roach feels that the laws are outdated and require duplicative work.  As an example, statutes require that a court reporter capture any hearings held by remote video even though other statutes require the video to be saved.  Judge Roach will research the specific statutes affected and Representative Madden has offered to carry the bill.  
HB1480
2. Update various statutes related to payroll functions in the Local Government Code.*
a.
Give specific authority to the Commissioners Court to designate which department is responsible for payroll duties.  

b. Provide for electronic filing of personnel documents.  Statutes require all payroll changes to be circulated and maintained as a paper product.

c. Provide for an exemption to the aggregate stop loss requirements.
d. Bracket out the responsibility for determining which office prescribes the payroll system requirements.  Current statute delegates this authority to the county auditor in counties greater than 500,000 in population.

e. Eliminate the requirement that the county auditor approve changes to the county health insurance programs.
HB562
3. Expand the authority of the Collin County Toll Road Authority to include mass transit.
ALL

4. Eliminate all gas tax diversions.*
ALL

5. Increase mental health funding.  Alternatively, redistribute mental health funding on a per capita basis.*
McCALL

6. Give the County the authority to absorb the cost of credit card transactions or raise the cost of all fees to cover credit card fees.  Electronic transactions are more efficient and require less staff than face to face encounters.  The nominal transaction fee is a deterrent to users who prefer to pay the lower amount.  This is especially an issue with court costs, fines, fees, license renewals, etc. under $250.
MADDEN, probably not to be filed, see me
7. Amend 262.011 to change the makeup of the County Purchasing Board.  The Board should include a majority membership of Commissioners Court members.  As a reminder, almost 10% of the general fund budget is set by boards independent of Commissioners Court (juvenile detention, auditor, purchasing).*
LAUB

8. Clarify the authority of elected officials over software systems.*
HB561
9. Reimburse counties for ad litem costs.  With changes last session, more hearings are required to be held and ad litem representatives are now appointed at the beginning of the process.  The costs are borne by the County.*
ALL

10. Impact fees and additional authority over the creation of special districts.
ALL

11. Reorganize the court system in Texas as proposed by Chief Justice Wallace Jefferson by expanding the jurisdiction of existing courts.

ALL

12. Provide Counties with ability to file liens against non-homestead properties for failure to pay for county mandated trash service.  Cities currently have this authority.*

13. Update professional services agreement procurement stature to allow for a two step process.  The county would qualify vendors and then request best and final offers from only those qualified vendors.

HB1105

