
RE: Sole Source Designation—Thomson Reuters Westlaw

Dear Diane:

Thomson Reuters (West Publishing Corporation) provides a legal research solution via Westlaw. This letter is to 
confirm West’s status as the sole source provider for Westlaw, which includes the exclusive content, features, and 
services listed on the following page.

Westlaw provides legal researchers with access to exclusive resources, proprietary tools, and technology that no 
other research provider can offer, such as the following: 

 Authoritative content—With the most trusted primary law resources and leading analytical titles that are 
cited most often in court—all in one place and always available—researchers have access to all of the relevant 
information they need to answer a legal question. 

 Attorney-editor enhancements—For more than a century, our attorney-editors have been analyzing, 
summarizing, and classifying the law. By developing proprietary innovations like the West Key Number 
System, KeyCite, and notes of decisions, we make the content better organized and connected so it’s easier 
for researchers to find, validate, and interpret the law. 

 Industry-defining technology—Our research innovations, such as WestSearch, the award-winning iPad app, 
folder sharing, and Graphical Statutes connect content and our proprietary analysis of the law in unparalleled 
ways so that legal professionals can conduct research faster and with more accuracy. Advanced, yet intuitive, 
easy-to-use functionality also helps researchers be more efficient. 

With Westlaw, researching is more complete, accurate, and efficient.

I would be happy to further discuss with you the exclusive features, services, and content available via Westlaw. If 
you have any questions concerning this document or require additional information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

Sincerely,

Brandon 



Westlaw
Exclusive Content
 National Reporter System—Since 1879, 

our National Reporter System has 
compiled and organized federal and state 
case law into a cohesive body of law that 
can be researched within and across 
jurisdictions. 

 West Key Number System—The West 
Key Number System, is the master 
classification system of U.S. law and is 
widely regarded as the cornerstone of 
effective legal research. It helps users to 
quickly locate and identify cases with the 
same or similar legal concepts in any
jurisdiction in the U.S. 

 Editorial Enhancements—For more than 
100 years, our attorney-editors have 
been providing editorial enhancements 
to case law, statutes, and other legal 
materials. No other research service can 
match our editorial experience. Our 
exclusive enhancements include 
headnotes (more than 350,000 created 
annually), synopses (more than 60,000 
created annually), and parallel citations 
(more than 500,000 added annually). Our 
headnotes are classified to the exclusive 
West Key Number System. 

 Correction and Verification Process—
Our attorney-editors provide the most 
exhaustive verification and correction 
process in the legal publishing and 
information industry. We are the only 
legal information provider to engage in 
these quality control steps to ensure the 
accuracy and reliability of the data.

 West Key Number Digest System—The 
West Key Number Digest System has 
been an essential case-finding tool since 
the United States Digest was first 
published in 1848. A digest is a multi-
volume index to the law consisting of 
major topic headings, thousands of 
subheadings, and short summaries of 
legal propositions stated in published 
cases, referred to as headnotes.

 Uniform Laws Annotated (ULA)—
The ULA provides an extensive reference 
to the text of uniform laws, prepared 
under the sponsorship of the National 
Conference of Commissioners on 
Uniform State Laws and the American 
Law Institute. ULA examines acts 

recommended for adoption in all states, 
pinpoints state variations, and includes 
annotations to cases decided in adopting 
jurisdictions.

 Restatements of the Law—The 
restatements are principles of black 
letter law distilled from case law. 
Restatements on Westlaw provide a 
section’s black letter law, reporter’s 
notes, commentary, illustrations, and 
annotations in one document. First 
Restatements of the Law, available 
exclusively on Westlaw, can help 
researchers trace the evolution of a law, 
or an area of law, and aid in the 
interpretation of older cases that rely on 
First Restatement sections. 

 American Jurisprudence Library—
The American Jurisprudence library 
provides fast, authoritative answers to 
many aspects of civil, criminal, 
substantive, and procedural law. Westlaw
provides exclusive online access to the
full library.

 Corpus Juris Secundum (CJS)—CJS helps 
researchers understand unfamiliar areas 
of law by providing links to cases, 
statutes, regulations, key numbers, 
restatements, and more. CJS covers the 
full breadth and depth of the law, is cited 
to tens of thousands times by the courts, 
and is fully integrated with the West Key 
Number System.

 Briefs—Westlaw provides access to an 
extensive and exclusive collection of 
appellate briefs at both the federal and 
state levels. As of October 2014, Westlaw 
contains more than 2.8 million separate 
documents and the number of briefs is 
growing monthly.

 National Reporter Images—National
Reporter Images provides cost effective, 
easy access to an exact electronic copy of 
a National Reporter System case.

 Practical Law—Practical Law provides 
legal know-how that gives lawyers a 
better starting point. Attorney-editors 
create and maintain thousands of up-to-
date, practical resources. We go beyond 
primary law and traditional legal research 
to give lawyers the resources needed to 
practice more efficiently.

Exclusive Features & Services
 WestSearch—WestSearch, a search 

engine designed specifically for law, 
incorporates over 140 years of 
proprietary analysis of the law and 
exclusive tools such as key numbers, 
KeyCite, headnotes, notes of 
decisions, indexes, and secondary 
sources to deliver relevant 
documents.

 Case Summaries—These editorially-
created summaries help researchers 
move through result lists efficiently, 
providing an understanding of what a 
case is about at a glance.

 Visual Indicators—Icons help 
researchers easily determine when 
they have already viewed or worked 
with a document.


