
SUBCHAPTER E. LOCAL AND INTERJURISDICTIONAL 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

 
Sec. 418.101. ALL POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS SERVED. (a) Each political subdivision is within the 

jurisdiction of and served by the division and by a local or interjurisdictional agency responsible for disaster 
preparedness and coordination of response. 

(b) The presiding officer of the governing body of each political subdivision shall notify the division of the 
manner in which the political subdivision is providing or securing an emergency management program, identify the 
person who heads the agency responsible for the program, and furnish additional pertinent information that the 
division requires. The person so designated shall accomplish training prescribed by the division. 
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 147, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 992, Sec. 9, eff. 
Sept. 1, 1997. 

 
Sec. 418.1015. EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTORS. (a) The presiding officer of the governing body 

of an incorporated city or a county or the chief administrative officer of a joint board is designated as the emergency 
management director for the officer's political subdivision. 

(b) An emergency management director serves as the governor's designated agent in the administration and 
supervision of duties under this chapter. An emergency management director may exercise the powers granted to the 
governor under this chapter on an appropriate local scale. 

(c) An emergency management director may designate a person to serve as emergency management coordinator. 
The emergency management coordinator shall serve as an assistant to the emergency management director for 
emergency management purposes. 

(d) A person, other than an emergency management director exercising under Subsection (b) a power granted to 
the governor, may not seize state or federal resources without prior authorization from the division or the state or 
federal agency having responsibility for those resources. 
Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 865, Sec. 1.02, eff. June 15, 2007. 
Amended by:  
Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1280, Sec. 1.11, eff. September 1, 2009. 

Sec. 418.102. COUNTY PROGRAMS. (a) Each county shall maintain an emergency management program or 
participate in a local or interjurisdictional emergency management program that, except as otherwise provided by this 
chapter, has jurisdiction over and serves the entire county or interjurisdictional area. 

(b) The county program is the first channel through which a municipal corporation or a joint board shall request 
assistance when its resources are exceeded. Requests that exceed the county capability shall be forwarded to the 
state as prescribed in the state emergency management plan. 
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 147, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 992, Sec. 10, eff. 
Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 33, Sec. 2, eff. May 14, 2003. 

 
Sec. 418.103. MUNICIPAL PROGRAMS. (a) The governor shall determine which municipal corporations need 

emergency management programs of their own and shall recommend that they be established and maintained. The 
governor shall make the determinations on the basis of the municipality's disaster vulnerability and capability of response 
related to population size and concentration. 

(b) The emergency management program of a county must be coordinated with the emergency management 
programs of municipalities situated in the county but does not apply in a municipality having its own emergency 
management program. 
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 147, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. 

 
Sec. 418.104. INTERJURISDICTIONAL PROGRAMS. The governor may recommend that a political 

subdivision establish and maintain a program and form an interjurisdictional agency jointly with one or more other 
political subdivisions if the governor finds that the establishment and maintenance of a joint program or 
participation in it is made necessary by circumstances or conditions that make it unusually difficult to provide 
disaster mitigation, preparedness, response, or recovery services under other provisions of this chapter. 
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 147, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 992, Sec. 10, eff. 
Sept. 1, 1997.  



Sec. 418.105. LIAISON OFFICERS. (a) Each city that does not have a program and has not made arrangements to 
secure or participate in the services of an existing program shall designate a liaison officer to facilitate the cooperation and 
protection of the city in the work of disaster mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery. 

(b) Each county shall provide an office and a liaison officer to coordinate with state and federal emergency 
management personnel concerning disaster mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery activities under other 
provisions of this chapter. 

Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 147, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 992, Sec. 10, eff. 
Sept. 1, 1997. 

 
Sec. 418.106. LOCAL AND INTERJURISDICTIONAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLANS. (a) Each 

local and interjurisdictional agency shall prepare and keep current an emergency management plan for its area 
providing for disaster mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery. 

(b) The plan must provide for: 
(1) wage, price, and rent controls and other economic stabilization methods in the event of a disaster; and 
(2) curfews, blockades, and limitations on utility use in an area affected by a disaster, rules governing entrance 

to and exit from the affected area, and other security measures. 
(c) The local or interjurisdictional emergency management agency shall prepare in written form and distribute to 

all appropriate officials a clear and complete statement of the disaster responsibilities of all local agencies and 
officials and of the disaster channels of assistance. 

(d) Each local or interjurisdictional agency shall conduct at least one public meeting each calendar year to exchange 
information about its emergency management plan. Each agency shall provide written notice of the date, time, and 
location of the meeting, not later than the fifth day before the meeting, to the pipeline safety section of the gas services 
division of the Railroad Commission of Texas. 

(e) An emergency management plan of an agency is excepted from the requirements of Subsection (d) if: 
(1) the emergency management plan contains sensitive information relating to critical infrastructures or 

facilities; and 
(2) the safety or security of those infrastructures or facilities could be jeopardized by disclosure of the emergency 
management plan. Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 147, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 
992, Sec. 11, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 557, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003. 

Sec. 418.107. LOCAL FINANCE. (a) A political subdivision may make appropriations for emergency 
management services as provided by law for making appropriations for ordinary expenses. 

(b) Political subdivisions may make agreements for the purpose of organizing emergency management service 
divisions and provide for a mutual method of financing the organization of units on a basis satisfactory to the 
subdivisions.  

(c) A local government entity may render mutual aid to other local government entities under mutual aid 
agreements or the system. 

(d) A political subdivision may issue time warrants for the payment of the cost of any equipment, construction, 
acquisition, or any improvements for carrying out this chapter. The warrants shall be issued in accordance with 
Chapter 252, Local Government Code, in the case of a municipality, or Subchapter C, Chapter 262, Local 
Government Code, in the case of a county. Time warrants issued for financing permanent construction or 
improvement for emergency management purposes are subject to the right of the voters to require a referendum vote 
under Section 252.045 or 262.029, Local Government Code, as applicable. 
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 147, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 1064, Sec. 30, eff. 
Sept. 1, 1999. 
Amended by:  

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1337, Sec. 7, eff. June 18, 2005. 
Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 258, Sec. 1.03, eff. June 6, 2007. 
Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 865, Sec. 1.03, eff. June 15, 2007. 
Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1280, Sec. 1.12, eff. September 1, 2009. 
Sec. 418.1075. SUSPENSION OF DEADLINES IMPOSED BY LOCAL LAW. a) Notwithstanding any other 

law, a deadline imposed by local law on a political subdivision, including a deadline relating to a budget or ad 
valorem tax, is suspended if: 

(1) the territory of the political subdivision is wholly or partly located in the area of a disaster declared by the 
president of the United States or the governor; and 

(2) the presiding officer of the political subdivision or, if there is no presiding officer, the political 
subdivision's governing body, proclaims the  



political subdivision is unable to comply with the requirement because of the disaster. 
(b) The presiding officer of the political subdivision or, if there is no presiding officer, the political subdivision's 

governing body, may issue an order ending the suspension of a deadline under this section. A deadline may not be 
suspended for more than 30 days after the date the presiding officer or governing body, as appropriate, makes the 
proclamation described by Subsection (a)(2). 
Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 990, Sec. 2, eff. June 19, 2009. 

Sec. 418.108. DECLARATION OF LOCAL DISASTER. (a) Except as provided by Subsection (e), the presiding 
officer of the governing body of a political subdivision may declare a local state of disaster. 

(b) A declaration of local disaster may not be continued or renewed for a period of more than seven days except 
with the consent of the governing body of the political subdivision or the joint board as provided by Subsection (e), 
as applicable. 

(c) An order or proclamation declaring, continuing, or terminating a local state of disaster shall be given prompt 
and general publicity and shall be filed promptly with the city secretary, the county clerk, or the joint board's official 
records, as applicable. 

(d) A declaration of local disaster activates the appropriate recovery and rehabilitation aspects of all applicable local or 
interjurisdictional emergency management plans and authorizes the furnishing of aid and assistance under the declaration. 
The appropriate preparedness and response aspects of the plans are activated as provided in the plans and take effect 
immediately after the local state of disaster is declared. 

(e) The chief administrative officer of a joint board has exclusive authority to declare that a local state of disaster 
exists within the boundaries of an airport operated or controlled by the joint board, regardless of whether the airport 
is located in or outside the boundaries of a political subdivision. 

(f) The county judge or the mayor of a municipality may order the evacuation of all or part of the population from a 
stricken or threatened area under the jurisdiction and authority of the county judge or mayor if the county judge or mayor 
considers the action necessary for the preservation of life or other disaster mitigation, response, or recovery. 

(g) The county judge or the mayor of a municipality may control ingress to and egress from a disaster area under 
the jurisdiction and authority of the county judge or mayor and control the movement of persons and the occupancy 
of premises in that area. (h) For purposes of Subsections (f) and (g): 

(1) the jurisdiction and authority of the county judge includes the incorporated and unincorporated areas of the 
county; and 

(2) to the extent of a conflict between decisions of the county judge and the mayor, the decision of the county 
judge prevails. 

(i) A declaration under this section may include a restriction that exceeds a restriction authorized by Section 
352.051, Local Government Code. A restriction that exceeds a restriction authorized by Section 352.051, Local 
Government Code, is effective only: 

(1) for 60 hours unless extended by the governor; and 
(2) if the county judge requests the governor to grant an extension of the restriction. 

Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 147, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 33, Sec. 3, eff. May 
14, 2003. 
Amended by:  

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 274, Sec. 1, eff. June 9, 2005. 
Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 258, Sec. 17.01, eff. September 1, 2007. 
Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1280, Sec. 1.13, eff. September 1, 2009. 
Sec. 418.109. AUTHORITY TO RENDER MUTUAL AID ASSISTANCE. (a) Repealed by Acts 2007, 80th 

Leg., R.S., Ch. 865, Sec. 1.08, eff. June 15, 2007. 
(b) Repealed by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 865, Sec. 1.08, eff. June 15, 2007. 
(c) Repealed by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 865, Sec. 1.08, eff. June 15, 2007. 
(d) A local government entity or organized volunteer group may provide mutual aid assistance on request from 

another local government entity or organized volunteer group. The chief or highest ranking officer of the entity from 
which assistance is requested, with the approval and consent of the presiding officer of the governing body of that 
entity, may provide that assistance while acting in accordance with the policies, ordinances, and procedures 
established by the governing body of that entity. 
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 147, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 497, Sec. 2, eff. 
June 12, 1995; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1204, Sec. 2.002, eff. Sept. 1, 2003. 
Amended by:  

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1337, Sec. 8, eff. June 18, 2005. 
Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 258, Sec. 1.04, eff. June 6, 2007.  



Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 258, Sec. 1.05, eff. June 6, 2007. 
Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 258, Sec. 1.08, eff. June 6, 2007. 
Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 865, Sec. 1.04, eff. June 15, 2007. 
Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 865, Sec. 1.05, eff. June 15, 2007. 
Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 865, Sec. 1.08, eff. June 15, 2007. 
 
Sec. 418.110. STATEWIDE MUTUAL AID PROGRAM FOR FIRE EMERGENCIES. (a) The division, in 

consultation with state fire protection agencies and the Texas Commission on Fire Protection, may develop a 
statewide mutual aid program for fire emergencies. 

(b) A program developed under this section: 
(1) does not alter the legal obligations of a political subdivision participating in the system; and 
(2) must be consistent with the state emergency management plan. 

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1172, Sec. 5.01, eff. Sept. 1, 1997. 
Amended by:  

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 865, Sec. 1.06, eff. June 15, 2007. 
 
Sec. 418.1101. PLAN FOR CONTINUITY OF FUNCTIONS. (a) The governing body of a political subdivision 

may at any time adopt a plan for the continuity of functions of the political subdivision to be carried out during a disaster 
declared as provided by law by the president of the United States or the governor or during another catastrophic event. 

(b) The plan may provide for: 
(1) delegating any administrative duty of the governing body of the political subdivision or any official or 

employee of the political subdivision to another appropriate person; 
(2) establishing orders of succession for performing essential functions of the political subdivision; and 
(3) establishing meeting procedures for the governing body of the political subdivision. 

(c) The plan may not provide for the delegation of a duty that the governing body or official is required to 
perform by the Texas Constitution. 
Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 338, Sec. 1, eff. June 15, 2007. 
Renumbered from Government Code, Section 418.111 by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 87, Sec. 27.001(26), eff. 
September 1, 2009. 

Sec. 418.1102. EXCEPTION TO QUORUM REQUIREMENTS. (a) This section applies to a local governmental 
entity created and operating under the laws of this state, including a political subdivision, school district, or special 
district or authority. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other law, a quorum is not required for the governing body of a local governmental 
entity to act if: 

(1) the entity's jurisdiction is wholly or partly located in the area of a disaster declared by the president of the 
United States or the governor; and 

(2) a majority of the members of the governing body are unable to be present at a meeting of the governing 
body as a result of the disaster. 
Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 338, Sec. 1, eff. June 15, 2007. 
Renumbered from Government Code, Section 418.112 by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 87, Sec. 27.001(27), eff. 
September 1, 2009. 

 


