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LOCAL GOVERNVMENT CODE
TITLE 12. PLANNI NG AND DEVELOPMENT
SUBTI TLE B. COUNTY PLANNI NG AND DEVELOPMENT
CHAPTER 381. COUNTY DEVELOPMENT AND GROANTH

Sec. 381.001. COUNTY I NDUSTRIAL COWM SSION. (a) The county
judge of a county may appoint a county industrial comm ssion.

(b) The conm ssion nust consist of not |ess than seven persons
who nust be residents of the county and nust have exhibited interest
in the industrial devel opnment of the county.

(c) In a county with a popul ation of 14,600 to 14, 800, or
16,615 to 16, 715, or 17,800 to 18,000, or 24,600 to 24,800, a person
appointed to the comm ssion al so nust be serving or nust have served
on an industrial foundation commttee, conmm ssioners court,
muni ci pality's governing body, or school board. In addition, in
those counties information obtained by the comm ssion shall be
avail able to the conm ssioners court.

(d) A nenber of the comm ssion serves a termof two years.

(e) The county may pay the necessary expenses of the
conmmi ssi on.

(f) The comm ssion shall investigate and undertake ways of
pronoti ng the prosperous devel opnment of business, industry, and
commerce in the county. The conm ssion shall pronote the | ocation
and devel opnment of new busi nesses and industries in the county and
t he mai nt enance and expansi on of existing businesses.

(g) The conm ssion shall cooperate with and use the services of
t he Texas Departnent of Conmerce.

Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 149, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Anended
by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1, Sec. 78(a), eff. Aug. 28, 1989; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 597, Sec. 103, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 2001,
77th Leg., ch. 669, Sec. 106, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1163 (H. B. 2702), Sec. 97, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2011
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Sec. 381.002. ADVERTI SI NG AND PROMOTI NG GROATH AND DEVELOPMENT.
(a) If authorized by a najority vote of the qualified voters of the
county voting at an election, the conm ssioners court of the county
may appropriate fromthe county's general fund an anbunt not to
exceed five cents on the $100 assessed valuation to advertise and
pronote the growt h and devel opnent of the county. That nopney
constitutes a separate fund to be known as the board of devel opnent
fund and may be used only for board purposes.

(b) In a county qualifying under this section, a board of
devel opnent is created. The board shall devote its tine and effort
to advertising and pronoting the grow h and devel opnent of the
county.

(c) The board consists of five nenbers who are appointed by the
commi ssioners court and who serve terns of two years fromthe date of
appoi ntnent. Menbers serve w thout conpensation. Vacancies on the
board shall be filled by the comm ssioners court in the sane manner
as the original appointnents.

(d) Annually, the board shall prepare and submt to the
conmi ssioners court a budget for the ensuing year in the sane nmanner
required of counti es.

(e) Subject to the approval of the conm ssioners court, the
board may spend for personnel, rent, or materials any sumreasonably
necessary to acconplish its purposes.

(f) Before a claimagainst the board is presented for paynent,
the clai mmnmust be approved by the board. After approval of the
claim it nust be presented to the conm ssioners court and the
conmm ssioners court shall act on it in the same manner in which it
acts on any other claimagainst the comr ssioners court.

(g) Although a county nmay operate under another |aw authori zing
the appropriation of noney or levy of a tax for advertising and
pronoti on purposes, the county may not appropriate nore for those
pur poses than the amount provided by Subsection (a).

Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 149, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Anended
by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1060, Sec. 2, eff. Aug. 28, 1989.
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Sec. 381.003. DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS AUTHORI ZED UNDER FEDERAL
LAW (a) The conm ssioners court of a county may adm ni ster or
ot herwi se engage in conmunity and econoni ¢ devel opnent projects
authori zed under Title | of the Housing and Community Devel opnent Act
of 1974 or under any other federal |aw creating comunity and
econom ¢ devel opnent prograns.

(b) The conmi ssioners court of a county may adm ni ster, engage
in, and otherw se exercise all powers necessary for the county to
fully participate in housing and community devel opnent prograns
aut hori zed under the Cranston-Gonzal ez National Affordabl e Housing
Act. This authority includes the power to inpose assessnments on real
property and the owners of the property to recover all or part of the
cost of a public inprovenent, as authorized by Section 916 of the
Cranst on- Gonzal ez Nati onal Affordable Housing Act. The conmm ssioners
court may:

(1) wuse county funds, as matching funds, as may be
necessary to obtain grants or financial assistance under that Act;
or

(2) obtain grants and financial assistance under any ot her
federal |aw creating housing and community devel opnent prograns.

(c) The conmi ssioners court of a county may provide services
aut hori zed by Chapter 2308, Governnent Code, if the comm ssioners
court enters into a contract with a |ocal workforce devel opnent board
for the provision of services authorized by Chapter 2308, Governnent
Code. The conm ssioners court may collect fees for the services
performed and for unrei nbursed costs associated with the provision of
t he services unl ess:

(1) state |law prohibits the collection of the fee or
unr ei mbursed cost; or

(2) the service provided is a service described by
Subsections (a) and (b), 29 U S. C. Section 49f.

(d) This section does not authorize a conm ssioners court to
exerci se any ordi nance-maki ng authority not otherw se specifically
granted by state | aw.

Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 149, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Anmended
by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 140, Sec. 1, eff. Aug. 26, 1991; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 826, Sec. 3, eff. June 18, 1997.
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Sec. 381.004. COWMWUNI TY AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS. (a)
In this section:

(1) "Another entity" includes the federal governnent, the
State of Texas, a nunicipality, school or other special district,
fi nance corporation, institution of higher education, charitable or
nonprofit organi zation, foundation, board, council, comm ssion, or
any ot her person.

(2) "Mnority" includes bl acks, Hispanics, Asian Anericans,
American | ndians, and Al aska nati ves.

(3) "Mnority business"” nmeans a business concern, nore than
50 percent of which is owned and controlled in managenent and daily
operations by nenbers of one or nore mnorities.

(4) "Wbnen-owned busi ness" neans a busi ness concern, nore
t han 50 percent of which is owned and controlled in managenent and
dai ly operations by one or nore wonen.

(b) To stinulate business and comercial activity in a county,
the comm ssioners court of the county may devel op and adm nister a
program

(1) for state or |ocal econom c devel opnent;

(2) for small or disadvantaged busi ness devel opnent;

(3) to stimulate, encourage, and devel op busi ness | ocation
and comercial activity in the county;

(4) to pronote or advertise the county and its vicinity or
conduct a solicitation programto attract conventions, visitors, and
busi nesses;

(5) to inprove the extent to which wonen and mnority
busi nesses are awarded county contracts;

(6) to support conprehensive literacy prograns for the
benefit of county residents; or

(7) for the encouragenent, pronotion, inprovenent, and
application of the arts.

(c) The conmi ssioners court may:

(1) contract wth another entity for the adm nistration of
t he program

(2) authorize the programto be adm nistered on the basis
of county comm ssi oner precincts;

(3) wuse county enpl oyees or funds for the program and
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(4) accept contributions, gifts, or other resources to
devel op and adm ni ster the program

(d) A program established under this section may be designed to
reasonably increase participation by mnority and wonen- owned
busi nesses in public contract awards by the county by establishing a
contract percentage goal for those businesses.

(e) The legislature nmay appropriate unclai ned noney the
conptrol l er receives under Chapter 74, Property Code, for a county to
use in carrying out a program established under this section. To
receive noney for that purpose for any fiscal year, the county nust
request the noney for that fiscal year. The anmount a county may
receive under this subsection for a fiscal year may not exceed an
anount equal to the value of the capital credits the conptroller
receives froman electric cooperative corporation on behalf of the
corporation's nenbers in the county requesting the noney |ess an
anmpunt sufficient to pay anticipated expenses and clains. The
conptroller shall transfer noney in response to a request after
deducting the amount the conptroller determnes to be sufficient to
pay antici pated expenses and cl ai is.

(f) The comm ssioners court of a county may support a
children's advocacy center that provides services to abused chil dren
(g) The conm ssioners court may devel op and adm ni ster a

program aut hori zed by Subsection (b) for entering into a tax

abat enent agreenent with an owner or |essee of a property interest
subject to ad valoremtaxation. The execution, duration, and other
ternms of the agreenent are governed, to the extent practicable, by
t he provisions of Sections 312.204, 312.205, and 312.211, Tax Code,
as if the comm ssioners court were a governing body of a
muni ci pality.

(h) The conm ssioners court may devel op and adm ni ster a
program aut hori zed by Subsection (b) for naking | oans and grants of
public noney and providi ng personnel and services of the county.

Added by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1060, Sec. 3, eff. Aug. 28, 1989.
Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1037, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1,
1997; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 254, Sec. 1, eff. My 22, 2001;
Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1154, Sec. 1, eff. June 15, 2001; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1275, Sec. 2(109), eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by:
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Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R S., Ch. 1236 (S.B. 1296), Sec. 12.003,
eff. Septenber 1, 2015.
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